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1
LIGHT DISTRIBUTION CONTROL SYSTEM
FOR VEHICLE HEADLAMP

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority of Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2012-096526 filed on Apr. 20, 2012. The contents
of'the application are incorporated herein by reference in their
entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THIS INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a light distribution control
system for a vehicle headlamp and, in particular, to a light
distribution control system for a headlamp for driving with an
adaptive front-lighting system.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, in a light distribution control system for a
vehicle headlamp, there has been known a method of switch-
ing various light distribution patterns in accordance to a state
forward of a vehicle (for example, Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. 2011-255826 and Japa-
nese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2011-
238378). Such a light distribution control system is provided
with a light distribution pattern configured to irradiate a dis-
tant area, a light distribution pattern configured to irradiate a
nearby area in terms of prevention of a glare given to other
vehicles (for example, an oncoming vehicle), and the like.
These light distributions may be formed independently by
individual radiating portions prepared for respective light
distribution patterns, or may be formed by forming one light
distribution pattern by a predetermined radiating portion,
forming another distribution pattern by another radiating por-
tion by complementing a difference from the aforementioned
distribution pattern, and synthesizing these patterns.

In these light distribution patterns, in order to achieve both
reduction of glare and improvement of visual recognition, a
light distribution pattern configured to shade a part where
other vehicle exists has been known. In such a light distribu-
tion pattern, there has been known a method in which a light
distribution pattern is tilted in the horizontal direction of the
vehicle by rotating a radiating portion in the horizontal direc-
tion from the front side of the vehicle in accordance with the
approach of an oncoming vehicle. Accordingly, both reduc-
tion of glare and improvement of visual recognition are
achieved more effectively.

However, in the vehicle headlamp provided with such
rotating-type radiating portions, due to limitation of layout
for space saving or the like, only necessary radiating portion
is configured in a rotatable manner while other radiating
portion is fixedly arranged. Therefore, in a case of switching
from a light distribution pattern by a radiating portion rotated
in the horizontal direction of the vehicle to a light distribution
pattern by other radiating portion, a radiating direction of a
light distribution pattern could be greatly changed between
before and after switching. In such a case, there is the possi-
bility of giving a feeling of discomfort to a user due to great
displacement caused to the high-intensity point within his or
her visually-recognizable range.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been achieved in view of the
above-described situation, and an object thereofis to reduce a
feeling of discomfort given to a user in association with
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2

switching of a light distribution pattern while achieving both
reduction of glare and improvement of forward visual recog-
nition.

A light distribution control system for a vehicle head lamp
according to first aspect of the present invention, comprising:

a first radiating portion configured to form a first light
distribution pattern by radiating light from a light source
forward;

a driving portion configured to drive the first radiating
portion to rotate in a horizontal direction of a vehicle;

a second radiating portion configured to form a second
light distribution pattern by radiating light from a light source
to a front side of the vehicle;

a data retrieving portion configured to retrieve data indica-
tive of a state forward of the vehicle;

a lighting controlling portion configured to determine a
light distribution pattern based on data retrieved by the data
retrieving portion and control lighting states of the first radi-
ating portion and the second radiating portion in accordance
with said light distribution pattern; and

a rotation controlling portion configured to control the
driving portion based on data retrieved by the data retrieving
portion to adjust a rotation angle of the first radiating unit in
a case where the first light distribution pattern is selected,
wherein

in a case where switching from the first light distribution
pattern to the second light distribution pattern is determined,
the lighting controlling portion enables lighting of the second
radiating portion on the condition that a rotation angle of the
first radiating portion is confined to an angle within a prede-
termined range from the front side of the vehicle.

The light distribution control system for a vehicle head-
lamp according to second aspect of the present invention,
wherein in the first aspect,

the lighting controlling portion performs light modulation
and lighting by lighting the second radiating portion while
increasing its lighting rate at a predetermined light modula-
tion rate after lighting of the second radiating portion is
enabled.

The light distribution control system for a vehicle head-
lamp according to third aspect, wherein in the second aspect,

the lighting controlling portion sets a timing to start the
light modulation and lighting based on rotation speed by the
driving portion and a light modulation rate of the second
radiating portion so that a timing that a rotation angle of the
first radiating portion returns to the front side of the vehicle
corresponds to a timing that a lighting rate of the second
radiating portion reaches a rated value.

According to the present invention, lighting of the second
radiating portion is enabled on the condition that a rotation
angle of the first radiating portion is confined to an angle
within a predetermined range from the front side of the
vehicle. This prevents a case where a radiating direction of a
light distribution pattern is greatly changed between before
and after switching from the first light distribution pattern to
the second light distribution pattern. This prevents a case
where the high-intensity point within user’s visually-recog-
nizable range is greatly displaced. As a result, a feeling of
discomfort given to a user in association with switching of a
light distribution pattern can be reduced while achieving both
reduction of glare and improvement of forward visual recog-
nition.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a schematic structure of
a light distribution control system for a vehicle headlamp;
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FIG. 2 is an explanatory view showing light distribution
patterns;

FIG. 3 is an explanatory view showing a synthetically-
generated light distribution pattern;

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view showing an exemplary case
of switching a light distribution pattern in accordance with a
road state forward of a vehicle;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a sequence of steps related to
switching control of a light distribution pattern;

FIG. 6 is an explanatory view showing a relation between
a beam rotation angle and a transition of lighting rates of a
radiating portion for a beam for driving; and

FIG. 7 is an explanatory view showing a relation between
the beam rotation angle and a timing of lighting the radiating
portion for a beam for driving.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a schematic structure of
a light distribution control system for a vehicle headlamp
according to the present embodiment. The light distribution
control system for the vehicle headlamp according to the
present embodiment is configured so that various light distri-
bution patterns can be switched in the vehicle headlamp.
Herein, prior to explanation for a detailed structure and opera-
tion of the light distribution control system, light distribution
patterns will be explained.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view showing light distribution
patterns. As a light distribution pattern, the light distribution
control system according to the present embodiment con-
tains, for example, a beam for driving, a beam for ADB
(Adaptive Driving Beam), and a beam for passing.

A beam for driving has the same light distribution pattern
between left and right headlamps. As shown in “illuminance
of road surface or the like”, in a case where the beam for
driving is caught in a horizontal plane, the pattern is substan-
tially transversely symmetrical in the longitudinal direction
of'the beam for driving. Specifically, the beam for driving has
a shape which widens gradually to the maximum width and
then narrows gradually up to the front end as it extends away
from the headlamp side as a start point. Furthermore, as
shown in projection on screen, in a case where the beam for
driving is caught in a vertical plane, it has an elliptical shape
which is wide in the horizontal direction (H) and narrow in the
vertical direction (V).

A beam for ADB has a light distribution pattern similar to
that of the beam for driving, which has a line-symmetric
relation between left and right headlamps, with respect to the
center line extending in the direction from front to rear of the
vehicle. In F1G. 2, “LLH” designates a light distribution pattern
by the left headlamp while “RH” designates a light distribu-
tion pattern by the right headlamp (the same goes for FIG. 4
to be described later). For example, in a case where the beam
for ADB by the right headlamp is caught in a horizontal plane,
it is shaped so that part of the right margin is cut from a shape
of'the beam for driving. Specifically, the beam for ADB has a
shape which widens once, then gets gouged greatly in the left
margin, and narrows a distance to the right margin up to the
front end as it extends away from the headlamp as a start
point. Furthermore, in a case where the beam for ADB by the
right headlamp is caught in a vertical plane, itis shaped so that
the upper left part is missing from the beam for driving.

A beam for passing has the same light distribution pattern
between the left and right headlamps. In a case where the
beam for passing is caught in a horizontal plane, it has a
shorter distance in a radiating direction as compared to the
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beam for driving or the beam for ADB. Furthermore, the
beam for passing has a shape which widens once, then gets
gouged greatly in the right margin, and narrows a distance to
the left margin up to the front end as it extends away from the
headlamp as a start point. Furthermore, in a case where the
beam for passing is caught in a vertical plane, it is shaped so
that the top part is missing from an elliptical shape which is
wide in the horizontal direction (H) and is narrow in the
vertical direction (V).

As for these various light distribution patterns, a plurality
of light distribution patterns may be formed by selectively
lighting separate radiating portions and then synthesizing
light distribution patterns. For example, as shown in FIG. 3,
the beam for driving ((c) in FIG. 3) can be formed by synthe-
sizing the beam for ADB ((a) in FIG. 3) and the beam ((b) in
FIG. 3) obtained by additionally lighting another radiating
portion. However, a plurality of light distribution patterns
may be formed using a single radiating portion by shifting a
shade within a lighting unit, or individual radiating portions
are prepared for respective light distribution patterns to form
aplurality of light distribution patterns using individual radi-
ating portions by forming light distribution patterns using
radiating portions, respectively.

It is to be noted that explanation is made using these three
light distribution patterns in the present embodiment. How-
ever, a light distribution pattern is not limited to these patterns
and a beam having another light distribution pattern may be
used.

Referring hack to FIG. 1, the light distribution control
system for the vehicle headlamp is mainly made up of a
lighting unit 10 as a headlamp and a control unit 20.

The lighting unit 10 is mainly made up of a radiating
portion 11 for a beam for passing, a radiating portion 12 for a
beam for ADB, a radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving,
alighting circuit 14, and a driving unit 15, and these elements
are housed in a lighting housing 16. The radiating portion 11
for a beam for passing and the radiating portion 12 for a beam
for ADB are fixedly mounted on one frame 17 while having a
mutual positional relation that keeps a certain position on the
basis of the frame 17. The frame 17 is mounted on the lighting
housing 16 on the basis of a reference angle at which radiating
directions of the radiating portion 11 for a beam for passing
and the radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB are directed
to the front side of the vehicle while being configured so as to
be rotatable in the horizontal direction of the vehicle from the
front side of the vehicle. That is, the radiating portion 11 for
abeam for passing and the radiating portion 12 for a beam for
ADRB are also rotated in synchronization with rotation of the
aforementioned frame 17. On the other hand, the radiating
portion 13 for a beam for driving is fixedly mounted to the
lighting housing 16 on the basis of a reference angle at which
its radiating direction is directed to the front side of the
vehicle. Meanwhile, it does not mean that the radiating por-
tion 13 for a beam for driving is absolutely fixed, so that it can
be allowed to rotate within a predetermined movable range,
such as optical axis adjustment, for example.

The radiating portion 11 for a beam for passing has a light
source and forms a beam for passing by radiating light from
this light source forward (forward on the basis of the frame
17).

The radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB has a light
source and forms a beam for ADB by radiating light from this
light source forward (forward on the basis of the frame 17).
This radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB may form a light
distribution pattern corresponding to a difference between the
beam for ADB and the beam for passing shown in FIG. 2 so as
to form the beam for ADB by synchronizing the light distri-
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bution pattern corresponding to the aforementioned differ-
ence and the beam for passing formed by the radiating portion
11 for a beam for passing. However, the radiating portion 12
for a beam for ADB may form independently a light distribu-
tion pattern corresponding to the beam for ADB, and in a case
of forming the beam for ADB, only part of the beam or the
entire beam may be formed.

The radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving has a
lighting source and forms a beam for driving by radiating
light from this lighting source forward (the front side of a
vehicle). This radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving may
form a light distribution pattern corresponding to a difference
between the beam for driving and the beam for ADB shown in
FIG. 2 so as to form the beam for driving by synchronizing the
light distribution pattern corresponding to the aforemen-
tioned difference and the beam for ADB formed by the radi-
ating portion 12 for a beam for ADB and the radiating portion
11 for a beam for passing (see FIG. 3). However, the radiating
portion 13 for a beam for driving may form independently a
light distribution pattern corresponding to the beam for driv-
ing, and in a case of forming the beam for driving, only part of
the beam or the entire beam may be formed.

The lighting circuit 14 lights and extinguishes a light
source for each of the radiating portions 11 to 13. Further-
more, the lighting circuit 14 is capable of performing light
modulation and lighting by lighting the radiating portion 13
for a beam driving while increasing a lighting rate of the light
source in the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving, at a
predetermined light modulation rate.

The driving portion 15 drives the frame 17, that is, the
radiating portion 11 for a beam for passing and the radiating
portion 12 for a beam for ADB, to rotate in the horizontal
direction ofthe vehicle. For example, the driving portion 15 is
made up of a driving means such as an electric motor and a
power-transmitting mechanism such as a gear.

The control unit 20 bears the function of controlling light
distribution of the vehicle headlamp. As the control unit 20, a
microcomputer which is mainly made up of CPU, ROM,
RAM, I/O interface, and the like can be used. The control unit
20 performs various computations in accordance with a con-
trol program stored in ROM, and controls an operation state
of the light distribution control system based on the compu-
tation results.

Specifically, the control unit 20 determines a light distri-
bution pattern in accordance with a state forward of the
vehicle. The control unit 20 outputs a control signal in accor-
dance with the determined light distribution pattern to the
lighting circuit 14 to control a lighting state of each of the
radiating portions 11 to 13 by lighting or extinguishing them
(a lighting control portion 21). In a case where a beam for
ADB has been selected as a present light distribution pattern,
the control unit 20 controls the driving portion 15 based on a
state forward of the vehicle to thereby adjust a rotation angle
of'the frame 17, that is, the radiating portion 11 for a beam for
passing and the radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB (a
rotation control portion 22).

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view showing an exemplary case
of switching a light distribution pattern in accordance with a
road state forward of the vehicle. In the example shown in
FIG. 4, the state forward of the vehicle is based on the
assumption that an oncoming vehicle as other vehicle is
approaching.

First, as shown in FIG. 4(a), the vehicle is driving on a
straight road, and in a case of no vehicle oncoming or a
vehicle with an enough distance, the control unit 20 deter-
mines a beam for driving as a light distribution pattern. In this
case, the light distribution patterns LH, RH by the left and
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right vehicle headlamps form a beam for driving. With this
beam for driving, visual recognition of the front side of the
vehicle can be secured.

On the other hand, in a case where the oncoming vehicle
has approached, the control unit 20 determines a beam for
ADB as a light distribution pattern. In this case, the light
distribution patterns LH, RH by the left and right vehicle
headlamps are switched from a beam for driving to form a
beam for ADB (see FIG. 4(b)). Furthermore, when the
oncoming vehicle has approached the vehicle, an angle of the
oncoming vehicle as seen from the vehicle is tilted in the right
direction. Thus, the control unit 20 adjusts rotation angles of
the radiating portion 11 for a beam for passing and the radi-
ating portion 12 for a beam for ADB in the right headlamp of
the vehicle, in accordance with the approach state of the
oncoming vehicle. Accordingly, a tilt of a beam for ADB by
the right headlamp is adjusted so that the forward side (the
side of the vehicle) of the oncoming vehicle is irradiated with
abeam for ADB by the right headlamp of the vehicle while the
oncoming vehicle is sandwiched between beams for ADB by
the left and right headlamps. The light distribution patterns
LH, RH made up of the beams for ADB by the left and right
headlamps are shaped so that the center region is gouged to
allow only the front and back sides of the oncoming vehicle to
be irradiated, thereby securing as much visual recognition as
a beam for driving while reducing glare given to the oncom-
ing vehicle. It is to be noted that rotation angles of the radi-
ating portion 11 for a beam for passing and the radiating
portion 12 for a beam for ADB in the left headlamp may be
adjusted so that the back side of the oncoming vehicle is
irradiated with not only a beam for ADB by the right head-
lamp but also a beam for ADB by the left headlamp.

As one of characteristics of the present embodiment, in a
case of determination to switch from a beam for ADB to a
beam for driving, the control unit 20 enables lighting of the
radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving on the condition
that a rotation angle of the radiating portion 12 for a beam for
ADRB is confined to an angle within a predetermined range
from the front side of the vehicle. That is, even in a case of
determination to switch a beam for ADB to a beam for driv-
ing, the control unit 20 does not enable lighting of the radi-
ating portion 13 for a beam for driving and maintains lighting
of' a beam for ADB in a state where a rotation angle of the
radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB is larger than an
angle within a predetermined range from the front side of the
vehicle.

The control unit 20 is connected to an environmental detec-
tion unit 25. This environmental detection unit 25 I is config-
ured by combining more than one sensor of various types
such as a camera and a laser radar, for example, and processes
a signal obtained from these sensors to send output to the
control unit 20. The control unit 20 retrieves this output from
the environmental detection unit 25 as data indicative of a
state forward of the vehicle, and based on this data, recog-
nizes a state forward of the vehicle such as other vehicle (an
oncoming vehicle, for example) surrounding the vehicle.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a sequence of steps related to
switching control of a light distribution pattern according to
the present embodiment. The processes shown in this flow-
chart are performed with a predetermined period by the con-
trol unit 20 on the condition that a beam for ADB has been
selected as a light distribution pattern. In a case where a light
distribution pattern is switched to a beam for driving or a
beam for passing by user’s operation (instruction) during
performance of the processes shown in this flowchart, the
controlunit 20 controls a lighting state of each of the radiating
portions 11 to 13 in accordance with user’s operation.
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First, in step 1 (S1), the control unit 20 determines how to
control alight distribution pattern in this routine based on data
indicative of a state forward of the vehicle.

In step 2 (S2), the control unit 20 judges whether it is
necessary to switch the light distribution pattern from a beam
for ADB to a beam for driving. As a background of switching
alight distribution pattern from a beam for ADB to a beam for
driving, such a case is assumed that the oncoming vehicle
disappears before passing through the vehicle, for example,
the oncoming vehicle turns left or right.

In a case of positive judgment in step 2, that is, in a case
where it is necessary to switch a light distribution pattern
from a beam for ADB to a beam for driving, a routine pro-
ceeds to step 3 (S3). On the other hand, in a case of negative
judgment in step 2, that is, in a case where it is unnecessary to
switch a light distribution pattern from a beam for ADB to a
beam for driving, a routine proceeds to a process in step 9 (S9)
described later. In this step 2, an example case of negative
judgment is such that a light distribution pattern is held with-
out any change to a beam for ADB or a light distribution
pattern is switched from a beam for ADB to a beam for
passing.

In step 3, the control unit 20 determines a rotation angle of
the frame 17, that is, rotation angles of the radiating portion
11 for a beam for passing and the radiating portion 12 for a
beam for ADB. This rotation angle can be determined based
on a control signal output to the driving portion 15, and
corresponds to a tilt in a radiating direction of a beam for ADB
with respect to the front side of the vehicle.

In step S4 (S4), the control unit 20 determines whether a
rotation angle is confined to a predetermined angle, that is, a
rotation angle is confined to an angle within a predetermined
range from the front side of the vehicle. Herein, an angle
within predetermined range is set to be symmetrical in the
horizontal direction from the front side of the vehicle, and as
described later, the optimum value is set in advance through
experiments and simulations from the point of view of reduc-
ing a feeling of discomfort given to a user due to a gap in a
radiating direction of each beam at the time of switching from
a beam for ADB to a beam for driving.

In a case of negative judgment in step S4, that is, in a case
where a rotation angle is larger than an angle within a prede-
termined range from the front side of the vehicle, the routine
proceeds to step 5 (S5). On the other hand, in a case of positive
judgment in step 4, that is, a rotation angle is confined to an
angle within a predetermined range from the front side of the
vehicle, the routine proceeds to step 6 (S6).

In step S5, the control unit 20 holds a beam for ADB
without switching the light distribution pattern to a beam for
driving. The control unit 20 sets a target rotation angle to the
front side of the vehicle (a reference angle) so that the radi-
ating portion 11 for a beam for passing and the radiating
portion 12 for a beam for ADB are faced to the front side of the
vehicle. The control unit 20 then outputs to the driving portion
15 a control signal corresponding to a difference between a
present rotation angle and a target rotation angle.

On the other hand, in step 6, in a case of performing a
process in this step for the first time in response to the first
positive judgment made in step 4, the control unit 20 switches
a lighting pattern from a beam for ADB to a beam for driving.
That is, the control unit 20 enables lighting of the radiating
portion 13 for abeam for driving. In this case, the control unit
20 performs light modulation and lighting by lighting the
radiating portion 13 for a beam driving while increasing a
light volume of the light source in the radiating portion 13 for
a beam for driving, at a predetermined light modulation rate.
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In this light modulation and lighting, timing t1 to start
lighting is set in advance based on rotation speed by the
driving portion 15 and a light modulation rate of the radiating
portion 13 for a beam for driving. Specifically, as shown in
FIG. 6, this timing t1 is set in advance so that a timing that
lighting rate Ea of the radiating portion 13 for a beam for
driving reaches a rated value (for example, lighting rate of
100%) corresponds to timing t2 that a beam rotation angle 0a
returns to a target rotation angle 0tg (for example, 0). It is to
benoted that in FIG. 6, the timing t0 indicates a timing that the
oncoming vehicle disappears.

In step 7 (S7), the control unit 20 determines whether light
modulation has been completed, that is, whether lighting rate
Eahas reached a rated value. In a case of positive judgment in
this step 7, that is, in a case where light modulation has been
completed, the routine proceeds to step 8 (S8). On the other
hand, in a case of negative judgment in step 7, that is, in a case
where light modulation has not been completed yet, the rou-
tine returns to this process.

In step 8, the control unit 20 lights completely the radiating
portion 13 for a beam for driving.

On the other hand, in step 9 subsequent to the negative
judgment in step 2, the control unit 20 performs a process in
accordance with each light distribution pattern. Specifically,
the control unit 20 holds a present lighting state of each of the
radiating sections 11 to 13, and holds a beam for ADB without
no change or switches a light distribution pattern to a beam for
passing by, for example, extinguishing the radiating portion
12 for a beam for ADB.

As described above, according to the light distribution
control system for the vehicle headlamp in the present
embodiment, the control unit 20 determines a light distribu-
tion pattern based on data indicative of a state forward of the
vehicle, and controls a lighting state of each of the radiating
portions 11 to 13 in accordance with the determined light
distribution pattern. In a case of a light distribution pattern for
ADB being selected, the control unit 20 adjusts a rotation
angle of the radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB by
controlling the driving portion 15 based on data indicative of
a state forward of the vehicle. In a case of determining to
switch from a light distribution pattern for ADB to a light
distribution pattern for driving, the control unit 20 enables
lighting of the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving on
the condition that a rotation angle of the radiating portion 12
for a beam for ADB is confined to an angle within a prede-
termined range from the front side of the vehicle.

According to the above configuration, in a case where a
rotation angle of the radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB
is not confined to an angle within a predetermined range from
the front side of the vehicle, lighting of the radiating portion
13 for a beam for driving is disabled. Therefore, even in a case
of switching a light distribution pattern from a beam for ADB
to a beam for driving in a situation where the radiating portion
12 for a beam for ADB is rotated in the horizontal direction of
the vehicle, the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving
configured to form a beam for driving is not lit. Furthermore,
lighting of the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving is
enabled on the condition that a rotation angle of the radiating
portion 12 for a beam for ADB is confined to an angle within
a predetermined range from the front side of the vehicle,
thereby preventing a case where a radiating direction of a
light distribution pattern is greatly changed between before
and after switching from a beam for ADB to a beam for
driving. This prevents a case where the high-intensity point
within user’s visually-recognizable range is greatly dis-
placed. As a result, a feeling of discomfort given to a user in
association with switching of a light distribution pattern can
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be reduced while achieving both reduction of glare and
improvement of forward visual recognition.

Furthermore, in the present embodiment, after enabling
lighting of the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving, the
control unit 20 performs light modulation and lighting by
lighting the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving while
increasing its lighting rate at a predetermined light modula-
tion rate.

As described later, in a case where the radiating portion 13
for a beam for driving is completely lit after enabling its
lighting, there is a possibility of giving a feeling of discomfort
to a user due to a slight gap between the front side of the
vehicle and a radiating direction when lighting is started. In
this regard, according to the present embodiment, the gap in a
radiating direction can be prevented by light modulation by
performing light modulation and lighting, so that a feeling of
discomfort given to a user can be reduced effectively.

Furthermore, in the present embodiment, the control unit
20 sets the timing t1 to start light modulation and lighting,
based on rotation speed by the driving portion 15 and a
modulation rate of the radiating portion 13 for a beam for
driving so that a timing that a rotation angle of the radiating
portion 12 for a beam for ADB returns to the front side of the
vehicle corresponds to a timing that the lighting rate of the
radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving reaches a rated
vale.

According to the above configuration, complete lighting of
the radiating portion 13 for a beam for driving and return of
rotation angle of the radiating portion 12 for a beam for ADB
to the front side of the vehicle correspond in terms of timing,
so that a light distribution pattern can seem to change natu-
rally. Thus, a feeling of discomfort given to a user can be
reduced effectively.

In the above-described embodiment, both light modulation
and lighting are performed to the radiating portion 13 for a
beam for driving in a case where lighting of the radiating
portion 13 for a beam for driving is enabled. However, as
shown in FIG. 7, an extinguish state may be uniformly
switched to a completely-lit state. In this case, however, an
angle within a predetermined range from the front side of the
vehicle, which is used for comparison with a rotation angle, is
preferably set to be smaller than that in light modulation and
lighting. Accordingly, a feeling of discomfort given to a user
can be reduced. By this method, a degree of a discomfort
feeling given to a user can be greatly reduced as compared to
a conventional method.

Furthermore, in the present embodiment, an oncoming
vehicle was mentioned as an example of a state forward of a
vehicle. However, such a state is not limited to the oncoming
vehicle and may be a vehicle ahead, a shape of a road ahead,
adriving environment of a vehicle, and the like. Furthermore,
the environmental detection unit 25 may retrieve data from a
navigation system, or data such as a vehicle speed and an
angle of a steering wheel as long it bears the function as an
data retrieving portion configured to retrieve data indicative
of a state forward of a vehicle.

As described above, the light distribution control system
for the vehicle headlamp according to the present invention
has been described. However, it is needless to say that the
technical scope of the present invention is not limitative to the
scope set forth in the foregoing embodiments and a variety of
modifications can be added in the technical scope of the
present invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A light distribution control system for a vehicle head

lamp, comprising:

a first radiating portion configured to form a first light
distribution pattern by radiating light from a light source
forward;

a driving portion configured to drive the first radiating
portion to rotate in a horizontal direction of a vehicle;

a second radiating portion configured to form a second
light distribution pattern, different from a light distribu-
tion pattern formed by the first radiating portion, by
radiating light from a light source to a front side of the
vehicle in a direction directly forward of the vehicle
from the second radiating portion, wherein the second
light distribution pattern is substantially transversely
symmetric about the direction directly forward of the
vehicle and has a maximum luminance in the direction
directly forward of the vehicle;

a data retrieving portion configured to retrieve data indica-
tive of a state forward of the vehicle;

a controller comprising a lighting controlling portion and a
rotation controlling portion;

the lighting controlling portion configured to determine a
light distribution pattern based on data retrieved by the
data retrieving portion and control lighting states of the
first radiating portion and the second radiating portion in
accordance with said light distribution pattern; and

the rotation controlling portion configured to control the
driving portion based on data retrieved by the data
retrieving portion to adjust a rotation angle of the first
radiating portion in a case where the first light distribu-
tion pattern is selected, wherein

when the controller determines that switching from the first
light distribution pattern to the second light distribution
pattern is to be performed,

the lighting controlling portion is configured to enable
lighting of the second radiating portion on the condition
that a rotation angle of the first radiating portion is less
than any angle within a predetermined range from the
front side of the vehicle, and

the lighting controlling portion is configured to not enable
lighting of the second radiating portion on the condition
that the rotation angle of the first radiating portion is
greater than any angle within the predetermined range
from the front side of the vehicle.

2. The light distribution control system for a vehicle head-

lamp according to claim 1, wherein

the lighting controlling portion performs light modulation
and lighting by lighting the second radiating portion
while increasing its lighting rate at a predetermined light
modulation rate after lighting of the second radiating
portion is enabled.

3. The light distribution control system for a vehicle head-

lamp according to claim 2, wherein

the lighting controlling portion sets a timing to start the
light modulation and lighting based on rotation speed of
the first radiating portion by the driving portion and a
light modulation rate of the second radiating portion so
that a timing that a rotation angle of the first radiating
portion returns to the front side of the vehicle corre-
sponds to a timing that a lighting rate of the second
radiating portion reaches a rated value.

4. The light distribution control system for a vehicle head-

lamp according to claim 1, wherein the first light distribution
pattern is an adaptive driving beam.
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